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About Open Door Church
Open Door’s History
Open Door Church was founded as a
house church in 1990 by Pastor Phil and
Virginia Dooley. In September of 1990,
Open Door relocated to a school building
and in 1992 eight acres of land were
purchased for Open Door's permanent
home. Construction of the new worship
center began in June 1993 and Open Door
celebrated its first worship service in the
new building on Easter 1994. The
building is both aesthetically attractive
and multi purpose, with auditorium
seating for 260.
The Youth and Missions Center was dedicated in February 2001. The upper level of the educational
center provided classroom space for the Kn2J (Kids N 2 Jesus) Children’s ministry, adult discipleship
classes, and Awana program. Lower level classroom space was completed in 2005 providing additional
space for Teen ministry and discipleship classes. A mission office and apartment on the lower level was
dedicated January 25, 2009, providing additional space for mission support. In 2019 we were able to
pay off our building loan.

Purpose
We exist… for the Gospel and the glory of God.

Vision
Our Vision is… to see lives changed by connecting with Jesus.

Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is… Love God, Love Each Other, Reach the World

Our Ministries
Open Door Kids
Our children’s ministry leaders and helpers provide environments that allow kids to learn the Bible in
innovative ways and glorify God. Over 50% of our membership is involved in introducing children to
Jesus. Open Door Kids ministry is to Love God, Love Each Other and Reach the World through the
following ministries:
Nursery | A safe and caring environment for our youngest Sunday morning attendees.
Children's Church | The children’s church time is structured to create an environment for children to
glorify and worship God.

Open Door Youth
Teens (9th-12th grade) | Our teen ministry focuses on helping teens have a real, pertinent walk with
Christ. Teen Group meets on Sunday evenings for life group and fellowship. Open Door teens dig
deeper into who God is and how they can live for Him in today’s society. Our teens strive for a
ministry that is outward focused rather than inward focused. Other activities throughout the year
include teen summer camps/mission trips, music festivals, float trip, and much more.

Open Door Community
Life Groups | The Mission of Open Door Church is to Love God, Love Each Other, and Reach the
World. Life Groups are an integral part of ‘Love Each Other’. We believe that sustained life change
occurs as we grow in our relationship with Christ. This happens best when we are prioritizing
intentional relationships with others who are seeking the same goal. The purpose of life groups is to
provide a predictable environment where participants pursue healthy relationships and spiritual
growth. Anyone and everyone is open to join whichever group they prefer, as well as bring guests.
Connect with Others | Open Door is an extended family: we care for one another, encourage one
another, pray for one another, and lean on one another. It is important to provide opportunities that
foster connections within the Open Door family. We have done this through a variety of events
including “Girls Night Out” get-togethers, Ladies’ bible study, Men’s Ministry, bi-annual picnics,
potlucks, and the occasional movie night.
Share and Serve | As a community of believers we seek practical approaches to show God’s love to
our community. Open Door has participated in many such projects over the years, including: Food
Drives to raise food & funds for the Central Missouri Food Bank; Annual Mission Trip; and directly
supporting missionary families.

Other Ministries
In addition to the ministries listed above, we have other ministries that people may serve in such
as: the Welcome Team, Building & Grounds Team, Finance Team, Worship & Audio/Visual Teams,
Visitation Team, Outreach Team, and the Food Ministry assisting church families by providing meals
in times of difficulty.

Our Global Missions
Open Door believes that the role of the local church is to not only share the gospel with our own
community but throughout the world. We currently support the following missionaries financially
and in prayer:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Closed Country Missionaries
Haiti Bible Mission
Eldet Tine - Haiti
Heart of Missouri Baptist Association
Larry and Pam Noland - Northwest Territory/Canada
Love Columbia
Missouri Baptist Convention
Mizzou BSU

Our Doctrinal Statement
The Bible | We believe that the Bible is completely and literally God-inspired (2 Timothy 3:16).
Who God Is | We believe there is one God, existing forever in three persons: God the Father, Jesus,
and the Holy Spirit. We believe that Jesus was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, and then died in our
place for our sin. We believe He bodily arose and is coming again. We believe that the Holy Spirit lives
within us at the moment we receive the gift of eternal life, and continues to work in our life to draw
us closer to God (I John 5:7, Romans 8:9).
God Offers To Save Us | We believe that God offers to save us purely through His love to us and that
salvation is not obtained by anything we do but solely by placing our faith in the work Christ did at
the cross. We believe that once a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for his salvation, he is kept secure
through the work of the Holy Spirit. We believe in a literal heaven, where those who have placed
their trust in Christ will live eternally, and a literal hell for those who reject His offer of eternal life
(Ephesians 2:8-9, John 10:27-29, 1 John 5:12).
The Role of the Church | We believe that the church is a gathering of baptized believers who
have united to fulfill the following purposes:
• Sharing the good news that God loves us and wants us to live with Him forever.
• Connecting with one another in a way that draws us closer to God.
• Growing more like Jesus through sound teaching and fellowship.
• Worshipping the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
• Serving others in our church and our community, following Jesus' example.
The Christian Life | We believe that each believer should live a life passionately committed to
Christ, and as a result, we seek to become more like Christ each day.

Our Church Leadership
Executive Minister - Charles Gholson
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
- Giving - Administration - Teaching
FAMILY
Wife: Laura
Daughter: Hazel


FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE
Philippians 1:27 - This is one of my favorite verses and my desire for Open
Door, that we would lock arms in ministry in one mind and spirit striving
side by side for the faith of the gospel.



FAVORITE WORSHIP SONGS
- Finding Who We Are by Kutless
- Take Me In by Kutless
HOBBIES
- Bowhunting - Catfish Fishing

Worship Pastor - Josh Meranda
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
- Evangelism - Teaching - Shepherding - Dad Jokes
FAMILY
Wife: Julie
Sons: Carter and Benjamin
FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE
Ephesians 2:4-7 - But God, being rich in mercy,
because of His great love with which He loved us, even
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved), and raises us up with Him, and seated us with
Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in
the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
FAVORITE WORSHIP SONGS
- Is He Worthy? by Andrew Peterson
- His Mercy is More by Matt Papa
- Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery by Matt Papa
- All Because of Christ by Austin Stone Worship
- Only a Holy God by CityAlight
HOBBIES
- Spending intentional time with my family
- Studying Theology - Reading - Disc Golf

Lay Pastor - Nathan Bivens
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
- Serving - Teaching - Administration
FAMILY
Wife: Cindy
Daughter: Allison


FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE
Galations 2:20 -  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.



FAVORITE WORSHIP SONGS
- Only Jesus by Casting Crowns
- Lord, I Need You by Matt Maher
- I Surrender All - hymn
HOBBIES
- Cycling - Hiking
- Fly Fishing - Reading Non-fiction

Deacons and Wives
Deacon - Michael Casady
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
- Service - Hospitality - Mercy
FAMILY
Wife: Felicia
Son: Jacob
Daughter: Megan


FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE
Zephaniah 3:17(ESV)- The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one
who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet
you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
FAVORITE WORSHIP SONGS
- Christ Is Risen by Matt Maher
- God of the Ages by Charles Billingsley
- The Old Rugged Cross - hymn
- Honorable Mention: In The Garden - hymn (my grandmother's favorite)
HOBBIES
- Camping - Kayaking - Hiking
- Travel
- Fishing
- History

Deacon - Jerry Cummings
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
- Shepherding - Serving - Giving - Hospitality
FAMILY
Wife: Sarah
Daughter: Hannah
Son-in-Law: Brad
Grandson: Ransom


FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE
1Peter 5:2-3 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is
under your care, serving as overseers not because
you must, but because you are willing, as God
wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager
to serve; Not lording it over to those entrusted to
you, but be an example to the flock.
FAVORITE WORSHIP SONGS
- Graves into Gardens by Elevation Worship
HOBBIES
- Turkey Hunting
- Pond fishing
- Observing nature

- Wild Flower Enthusiast
- Horseback riding
- Deer hunting

Deacon -Brian Silvey
SPIRITUAL GIFTS
- Service - Giving
FAMILY
Wife: Marcia
Daughter: Desiree
Son: Tyler


FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE
Psalm 130:5 - I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his
word I hope;
FAVORITE WORSHIP SONGS
- The Old Rugged Cross
- It is Well with My Soul
- The Blessing
- How Great is Our God
HOBBIES
- Flying Airplanes
- Fixing Computers

Facilities and Grounds
Open Door is strategically located south of Columbia next to Hwy 63 on eight acres. Planned growth
for Columbia has brought new neighborhoods under development in the area.
Auditorium | Our auditorium seats up to 260 and includes a baptistery and changing area. Chairs,
rather than pews, give us flexibility in seating. A 32-input, fully equipped sound system, computer
and dual projectors support our worship services.

Church Offices | Four rooms provide office space for administrative and pastoral staff. Three rooms
are designed as pastoral offices, two of them that connect to a central administrative suite. The
fourth room is the ministry coordinators office and provides an office for the financial team and other
administrative duties.
Cafe | This cozy room is conveniently located between the Auditorium and the Kitchen and is a place
to gather before services for coffee and fellowship. It is also used for small groups and events.

Kitchen | A fully functional kitchen provides a food prep area to support fellowship events,and adult
discipleship groups.
Conference Room | This room has space for meetings such as ministry team, deacons meetings, and
small groups. This is a new addition to Open Door.

Classroom Space | Our Discipleship wing provides adequate classroom space for adult discipleship and
children’s ministry. Two large double classrooms and two regular classrooms are located on the main
floor. Two additional double classrooms are located downstairs. Each classroom is equipped with
audiovisual equipment and two classrooms contain digital projectors.
Mission Apartment | We envision our recently completed Mission Apartment to provide living space
and office space for a missionary family and staff. It has a separate outside entrance, kitchen,
living/dining area, two bedrooms and three offices.

Fellowship Hall | The Fellowship Hall is a large multi-use room. It is used for large fellowship
events. It is also used for overflow on Sunday mornings for worship services. It can be a large room for
a Sunday school class as well.

Nursery/Toddler Rooms | These rooms provide a safe and caring environment for infants and toddlers
during the worship service. We use a child check in system for the safety of our children and workers.

Grounds
The grounds surrounding the building are nicely landscaped. We have a programmable LED sign which
faces northbound traffic on Highway 63. Our parking lot provides 70 parking spaces with an additional
space in an attached gravel overflow lot. Approximately 6 acres of undeveloped land gives us room
for expansion. We have a beautiful field that can house soccer or other recreational activities. We
have a pavilion that we can use for fellowships and events outdoors.

Our Congregation
2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

Members

71

71

73

65

74

Avg Attendance

130

130

130

120

1

2

2

5

$227,501

$294,307

$238,826

$232,183

Baptisms
Total Receipts

Open Door Church currently has about 138 members and regular
attendance that are a part of our church family. They are a healthy mix
of senior adults, middle aged families, young families/young adults, and
young children. We currently have a lot of toddlers and high schoolers,
but not many students K-8. We also have a handful of college students
that regularly attend, but there is a lot of room for growth. We have had
up to 50-60 college students attending in the past.

Our Community
Columbia, MO is the county seat of Boone County,
located approximately equal distance between
Kansas City and St. Louis along I-70. Columbia is
often described as having “small-town friendliness
with big city features and a high quality of life for
people of all ages and interests”. Our city has
continuously ranked in Money Magazine’s top places
to live due to a low cost of living, an excellent
school system and outstanding health care facilities.
The low cost of living makes Columbia an attractive
retirement community. The city is organized
around a vibrant downtown known as “The District”.
Each of the colleges and university border the
downtown area.
Education has been an important factor in shaping
Columbia from its founding in 1821. The University of
Missouri was established in 1841 and the Columbia
campus is now the main campus of the state university
system. The university currently has a student
population of over 35,000 students. Columbia College
was established in 1851 as Christian Female College
and was the first women’s college west of the
Mississippi. It became a coeducational, four-year
college in the 1970’s.It currently serves over 28,000
students each year. Stephens College was first
established as Baptist Female College in 1855,
becoming Stephen’s College for Women in 1870.

Columbia’s top employers serve education, healthcare
and insurance industries. The University of Missouri is
Columbia’s largest employer; followed by University
Hospitals & Clinics, Columbia Public Schools, Boone
Hospital Center, City of Columbia, Shelter Insurance
Corp. Headquarters, Hubbell/Chance Company, MBS
Textbook Exchange, Inc., 3M, State Farm Insurance
Companies, Harry S. Truman Veteran's Hospital,
Columbia Foods - Oscar Mayer, MFA Oil Companies,
Square D Corporation, and Boone County Government.
Columbia consistently ranks below the national average for the cost of living. There are more renters
than homeowners in the Columbia Community and a high population turnover rate. Due to resident
college students, 30% of our population is aged 20-34. Over half of the adults 25 and over have a
college degree.
For these reasons, Columbia is an urban, fast growing city of over 123,180 people with a diverse
ethnic, cultural and demographic makeup. With 80% of the population not attending church, a
tremendous evangelistic opportunity exists.

